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1. Introduction
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T YPES OF WILDLIFE CRIMES
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WEALTHY MARKETS THAT DRIVE ILLEGAL WILDLIFE TRADE
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WILDLIFE TRAFFICKING ROUTES OUT OF INDIA
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AGENCIES INVOLVED IN TACKLING WILDLIFE CRIME
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SUPPORTING LEGISL ATIONS TO TACKLE WILDLIFE CRIME
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2. Detection & 
    Investigation
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DETECTING WILDLIFE CRIME THROUGH  
INTELLIGENCE NETWORKS
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INVESTIGATION OVERVIEW

In case of high value goods,  
copy of filed WLOR to be  
sent to Directorate of  
Enforcement

File WLOR and produce 
accused before court 

within 24 hours of arrest.

STEPS FOR INVESTIGATION

Crime Scene Investigation Interrogation
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Examination of Witness Analysis of Evidence

Filing a complaint under   
Section 55 of the WLPA, 

1972 within 60 days 
from date of arrest 

of the accused

Complaint to be filed by 
Director of  Wildlife Preservation/ 

Chief Wildlife Warden /
an officer authorised by the State  

or Central Government

In case of high value 
goods, copy of filed 
complaint to be sent 

to Directorate of 
Enforcement
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SEARCH & SEIZURE 
SCENARIO: OUTDOORS
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SEARCH & SEIZURE 
SCENARIO: INDOORS
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ELECTRONIC EVIDENCE COLLECTION
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L ABELLING EVIDENCE
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BIOLOGICAL EVIDENCE COLLECTION
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BIOLOGICAL EVIDENCE: COLLECTION & SEALING
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INTERROGATION
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ARREST
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3. Wildlife Offence     
     Report and 
    Judicial Custody



Wildlife Trade Investigation Guide

26

• Should be specific and without any ambiguity. 
• Should be in plain language and narrated sequentially. 
• Name of the species, Schedule, quantum of punishment prescribed,  

whether accused is a first time or a repeat offender should be mentioned. 
• Officer filing the complaint should sign all pages of the WLOR. 
• WLOR must have a prayer seeking judicial custody of the accused and  

permission to send seized evidence for forensic examination. 

WRITING THE WILDLIFE OFFENCE REPORT
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WLOR CHECKLIST
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REGISTERING THE WLOR
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BAIL
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4. Investigation
     Post WLOR
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INVESTIGATION POST WLOR
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RECORDING STATEMENTS - WITNESS
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RECORDING STATEMENTS - CONFESSION

“I have explained to (name) that he is not bound 
to make a confession, and that if he does so, any 
 confession he may make will be used as evidence 
against him in a court of law. I believe he has made 
this confession voluntarily. It was recorded by me 
and was read over to the person making it and was 
admitted by him to be correct and true.”
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IMPORTANCE OF A CASE DIARY

J u n e  3 r d,  3 A M
Caught x with Pangolin 
Scales in Pakke

J u n e  5 t h ,  7 p M
Got Judicial Custody. 
Upon interrogation 
found links to trader 
in Siliguri

J u n e  8 t h ,  5 p M
Forensic report confirms 
Pangolin scales. 
 
Upon further interrogation 
discovered that this was 
the 7th lot of Pangolin 
scales being traded.
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ANALYSIS
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5. Complaints
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• Should be specific and without any ambiguity. 
• Should be in plain language and narrated sequentially. 
• Name of the species, Schedule, quantum of punishment prescribed,  

whether accused is a first time or a repeat offender should be mentioned. 
• Authorised officer filing the complaint should sign all pages of the WLOR. 
• Complaint must have a prayer seeking imprisonment and / or fine.

WRITING THE COMPL AINT
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OVERVIEW OF A COMPL AINT
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LIST OF DOCUMENTS TO BE ATTACHED WITH THE COMPL AINT
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PROSECUTION
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POST TRIAL ACTION
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*COMMON OFFENCES IN WILDLIFE TRADE

Trade and Hunting Offences under the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972

Sr. No.

1.

2.

3.

Section / Offence

Section 9 r/w 51(1)  
Hunting of animals in Schedule II 
Part I, Schedule III and IV

Section 9 r/w 51(1)
Hunting of animals in Schedule I 
and Schedule II Part II 

Section 9 r/w 51(1C)   
Hunting animals in the  
tiger reserve

Prescribed Punishment

Upto 3 years punishment or fine upto Rs 25,000

First Conviction: Not less than 3 years and not 
more than 7 years imprisonment and fine not  
less than Rs 10,000
 
Second/subsequent offence: Not less than 3 years  
and not more than 7 years imprisonment  
and fine not less than Rs 10,000

First Conviction: Not less than 3 years and upto  
7 years imprisonment and a fine not less than  
Rs 50,000 and upto Rs 2 Lakh
 
Second/subsequent offence: Not less than 7 years 
imprisonment and a fine not less than  
Rs 5 Lakh and upto Rs 50 Lakh

Appropriate Court

JMFC

JMFC

JMFC

Sessions Court
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Sr. No.

4.

5.

Section / Offence

Section 27 r/w 51(1)
Restriction on entry into a  
Sanctuary

Section 29 r/w 51(1)
Destruction, etc. in a sanctuary 
prohibited without permit

Section 31 r/w 51(1)  
Prohibition of entry into a 
sanctuary with weapon

Section 39 r/w 51(1)
Wild animals, etc. to be 
government property

Section 32 r/w 51(1)
Ban on use of injurious substances

Prescribed Punishment

Imprisonment upto 3 years or fine upto Rs 25,000

Upto 3 years punishment or fine upto Rs 25,000

In case of Schedule I & Schedule II Part II species, not 
less than 3 years and upto 7 years imprisonment and 
fine not less than Rs 10,000

In case of Schedule II Part II, Schedule III and IV species, 
not more than 3 years or fine upto Rs 25,000

(In case Arms Act, 1959 is involved, the arms license 
is cancelled and the person cannot apply for a fresh 
license for 5 years)

Appropriate Court

JMFC

JMFC

JMFC
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Sr. No.

6.

Section / Offence

Section 42 r/w 51 
Certificate of ownership

Section 44 r/w 51 
Dealings in trophy and animal  
articles without license prohibited

Section 48 r/w 51 
Purchase of animal, etc. by licensee 

Section 48A r/w 51 
Restriction on transportation 
of wildlife 

Section 49 r/w 51 
Purchase of captive animal, etc. by 
a person other than a licensee

Section 49B r/w 51
Dealing in trophies, animal articles, 
etc of Schedule I and Schedule II 
Part II animals

Prescribed Punishment

In case of Schedule I & Schedule II Part II species, not 
less than 3 years and upto 7 years imprisonment and 
fine not less than Rs 10,000

In case of Schedule II Part II, Schedule III and IV  
species, not more than 3 years or fine upto Rs 25,000

Appropriate Court

JMFC
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Sr. No.

7.

8.

Section / Offence

Chapter VA  
Prohibition of trade or commerce 
in trophies, animal articles, etc. 
derived from Scheduled animals

Section 52 r/w 51 
Attempts and abetment

Prescribed Punishment

Not less than 3 years imprisonment and upto 7 years 
and fine not less than Rs 10,000

Same punishment as the offence attempted or abetted

Appropriate Court

JMFC

Note: When a person commits an offence in relation to the core area of a tiger 
reserve or where the offence relate to hunting in the tiger reserve- 
First conviction is punishable with not less than 3 years upto 7 years 
imprisonment and  also a fine not less than Rs 50,000 and not more than Rs 2 Lakh. 

In case of repeat offenders, imprisonment for not less than 7 years  
and fine not less than 5 Lakh rupees and not more than Rs 50 Lakh.




