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Myanmar’s cast-net fishermen and the dolphins of the Irrawaddy river fish together.
This is the only river in the world where this can be seen. The practice is known as
cooperative fishing, and has been going on for centuries. The number of local and

international visitors to see this unique sight are increasing every year.
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Ecotourism has started in seven villages along the river in the Irrawaddy Dolphin Protected Area, the
only area where the tradition of cooperative fishing remains. Ecotourism is led by local communities,

through an elected committee representing all of the villages and fishermen of the area.
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U Maung Lay - 53 years old from Sin Kyun Village has spent
his life on the river. He learned to fish with dolphin from his

father some 35 years ago and shared with us his decades of
experiences.



Fishermen tap their boats with a special stick,drum the net,
slap the water with their paddle, and make a special call
to communicate with the dolphins.
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Getting ready for fishing

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)

8)

Cinch rope and coil the hand-line

Put the little fingers through the net mesh of the lead line

Put the ring fingers through the net mesh of the lead line

Put the middle fingers through the net mesh of the lead line
The mesh of the net is hold between the thumb and first finger
Approximately half of the lead line is supported by the arm
Grab the lead line

Get ready




With a wave of their flukes the dolphins herd a group of fish towards

the fishermen, and “signal” them to cast their net.




Finally the fishermen nets the fish, and the dolphins
easily catch the lost and confused fish escaping
from the net.
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AYEYARWADY DOLPHIN - STATUS AND RANGE

Population Status Worldwide Distribution

5 freshwater populations all Critically Found in both coastal marine and 1
Endangered freshwater habitats such as estuaries, /\.‘
Worldwide population approx. 6,000

bays and rivers of the Indo-Pacific from
Ayeyarwady population approx. 60 India to Indonesia.

® Indicates river
population

" T33] Freshwater river populations occur in

} e i only 3 places -
f crmcaLy o | Y

Map showing

range In ENDANGERED

; o i Ayeyarwady River, Myanmar @ 'ndicates
Ayeyarwady | SR cn

2. Mekong River, Cambodia range

3. Mahakam River, Indonesia

Ayeyarwady Range and Habitat

The Ayeyarwady river in Myanmar was once known as the Irrawaddy. It is from
here the Irrawaddy dolphin takes it’s name. Today the small population of
Irrawaddy dolphins remaining in the Ayeyarwady live north of Mandalay,
between Mingun and Bhamo. This is a 373 km stretch of river. Within this river
they prefer deep pools, places where channels converge or diverge and areas
downstream of sharp meanders where channels become narrow and deep.
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¢ WCSMyanmar

A Wildlife Conservation Society Program

Website ! WWW.Mmyanmar.wcs.org

www. myanmarbiodiversity.org
Facebook : WCSMyanmar
Twitter : @WCSMyanmar

© 2018 WCS Myanmar Program
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