
Glovers Reef Research Station - 

Volunteer Guidelines: 

1. Volunteers will be selected at least two months in advance for any given month. For example if you would like to volunteer in December, selections will be made in October. A maximum of two volunteers will be taken on by GRRS at any given time, so early application is advised. GRRS will not take volunteers during the months of September and October as it will be closed for the Hurricane Season.
2. To enter Belize, everyone (including US and Canadian citizens) will need a passport.  Everyone comes as a tourist.  Please do not contact the Belize government about your work status.  If you need a Visa, please obtain a tourist visa upon entry.  You do not need a work permit. Some nationalities may require a specific visa for Belize. This is your own responsibility to organize and pay for.

3. You will be given a 1 month tourist visa upon entering Belize. Volunteers staying for longer than 1 month will have to obtain an extension to their visa at Immigration in Dangriga at their own cost. Visa extensions are on a monthly basis and cost BZ$50 per month.

4.  Volunteers will be required to read, understand and sign a Waiver of Liability and an insurance agreement before arriving at GRRS.  You must have health insurance valid in Belize. WCS or the Glovers Reef Research Station will not be responsible for medical payments on your behalf.  
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5. Controlled substances are not allowed during your stay at the GRRS. Violators must leave the project and will be subject to local laws.

6.  The volunteer period is 4weeks - 2 months. Longer or shorter periods will only be considered in very special circumstances, and upon direct consultation with the station manager.

7.  The cost of volunteering is USD $38 per day. This fee covers your associated costs (food/lodging etc) while acting as a volunteer at the station. A 50% deposit (US$500) is payable in advance. The remainder is to be paid upon arrival at the GRRS. Bank transfer, travelers cheques or cash in US or Belize dollars will be accepted.
8. The GRRS reserves the right to terminate relations with volunteers is a 30-day probationary period during which your relation with the GRRS can be terminated.  If asked to leave, your money will be refunded less the days you spent at the station.  If you leave voluntarily, the GRRS will retain your fee.  Each month thereafter your tenure may be extended for another month.  Fees are due on that date.

9. Volunteers must vacate the station during student field courses. Due to limited accommodation space at the station, volunteers may be asked to vacate the station when large groups are in residence. Where possible, course dates will be communicated to volunteers prior to booking, in planning dates, however if last minute reservation are made by groups volunteers may need to leave the station temporarily. Transport will be provided in these circumstances. 

10. Only completed applications with two recommendations and photograph will be considered.  With so many applications, it is easy to forget a name. A face with a name can be remembered! Please send a recent digital photograph preferably in portrait style. 

Please return completed application as soon as possible.  If, after reading these conditions, you are not interested or are unable to join us, kindly let us know so that we will not continue to send updates.  Thank you 

Please send all application and questions to:

Alex Tilley

Station Manager

Glovers Reef Research Station

Email – mailto:atilley@wcs.org
The Glovers Reef Research Station also supports independent projects, senior theses and MSc. Research over longer periods. There are additional charges if you do an independent project, based on boat, fuel and equipment usage and will be determined once a project plan is finalized. Please contact the station manager using the email below if you would like to investigate basing your student research at Glovers Reef. (Please note: applications for research are subject to approval by the station manager and the Belize Department of Fisheries. Additionally you will need to supply proof of affiliation to an academic institution, such as a letter or reference from an academic supervisor.) 


